
Curious about  
life in Skellefteå? 
This is what it’s like.
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LIVING IN SKELLEFTEÅ 
- HOUSING, FAMILY LIFE, LEISURE, AND CAREERS. FACTS AND FIGURES. 
STORIES AND IDEAS. QUITE SIMPLY, EVERYTHING. 
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A push in the 
right direction.
Moving to a new city – or returning to your old one – can be 
both exciting and nerve-wracking. To help kick-start your 
new life in Skellefteå, you might need a nudge, so we provide 
encouragement, inspiration, and hands-on tips on everything 
from work and leisure to housing, school and child care. 
You can also read about others who have made the 
same journey that lies ahead of you, and who have 
now settled in a new life.  

These pages are for you – so that you can feel 
safe taking the plunge. Welcome to Skellefteå!

Welcome home
to the Vane family 
in Klutmark

P. 14-17

Maryan found 
a home in sports 
– now she’s active 
all year round

P. 22-25

A move up north 
with the career 
in sight

P. 4-7
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”Umeå has 
prejudices against 
Skellefteå, but I’ve 
had none of them 

confirmed.””
TOWE ENGSTRÖM  •   BU R EÅ  •   24 YEARS OLD
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Towe Engström, 24, had just began a job as the 
new Restaurant Manager at Max Solbacken in 
Skellefteå when she ran into Bureå-born Johan 
Bäckman at a gym in Umeå. Today they live to-
gether in his house in Bureå.  
 
– I moved solely for work and had no plans to stay 
for good. I guess it’s that “Skellefteå charm” that 
has made me stay, says Towe. 

Attracted by career opportunities
When the burger chain was set to open in Sol-
backen, the then 22-year-old Towe was offered 
the chance to run the establishment. By then, she 
had already worked as Assistant Restaurant Ma-
nager in Umeå and been involved in the opening 
of a new restaurant in Poland. 
 
– I was very focused on my career, it’s fun to look 
through my Instagram feed and see the reactions 
from back then. Moving from Umeå to Skellefteå 
was like the most embarrassing thing ever - I 
didn’t receive support from anyone, she says, 
laughing, and continues: 

– Even though it’s so close, I had never been to 
Skellefteå. But I remember getting a good impres-
sion of the place and its people during the inter-

view process. Everyone was really friendly and 
I received a warm welcome. I feel like Umeå has 
prejudices against Skellefteå, but I’ve had none of 
them confirmed. 

Found a home in Skellefteå
Her work, her stepchildren, and a newly purcha-
sed horse. That is what Towe’s life revolves 
around today – and she can’t imagine leaving 
Skellefteå. 

– I actually wanted to go to Gothenburg, but from 
the very start Johan didn’t want to leave this 
place. And now, neither do I!

Towe loves her role as Restaurant Manager and 
describes the job as varied. The most fun part is 
motivating her co-workers. 
– I’m in charge of the staff; I put together schedu-
les, set budgets and act as janitor. It’s no job for a 
couch potato, but I really enjoy it and we get very 
positive feedback, she says, and continues:

– It’ll be exciting to see what will happen with all 
the positive investments made in Skellefteå. It’s 
something that attracts the younger generation 
– and young people is something a city can never 
get enough of!

”Skellefteå charm 
made me stay”

Moving permanently to Skellefteå wasn’t an option for Umeå girl 
Towe Engström. But then she found love with Johan Bäckman 
from Bureå – and stayed. Now, with her stepchildren, a horse,  
and a fast-paced job, she can’t imagine leaving.

Name: Towe Engström
Age: 24 years 
Profession: Restaurant 
Manager
Lives: House in Bureå



8 9

For the family

Finnish-speaking preschool
Skellefteå municipality offers preschool in Finnish 
at Norrbacka preschool, located in Alhem. The 
preschool has a bilingual unit with Finnish and 
Swedish-speaking educators. Using play, songs, 
games, conversation, and fairy tales in Finnish and 
Swedish, children are given the opportunity to 
develop their cultural identity and learn both langu-
ages in a natural way.  

Open preschool
An open preschool is a meeting place where child-
ren, parents and preschool staff can talk, sing, and 
play together. The minimum age is three months. 
Open preschools are free and run by the municipa-
lity or the church.  

Family centers
Family centers are meeting places for children and 
parents and are located throughout the munici-
pality. The difference between an open preschool 
and a family center is that family centers also offer 
access to child health centers (BVC), maternity 
care and parental advisers.  

Primary school
Primary schools in Skellefteå municipality focus on 
learning in a democratic environment. The goal is 
to provide the children with a safe and welcoming 
habitat, lifelong learning and create an opportu-
nity for each child to become the best version of 
themselves. When your child’s sixth birthday is 
approaching, it’s time to apply for preschool class, 
the first level of primary education. Preschool class 
is free of charge and covers up to 20 hours per 
week. . 

School for children  
with learning disabilities
The municipality has schools for children with 
learning disabilities. It’s also possible for pupils to 
follow a learning disability curriculum at their local 
school. 

Independent schools
There are a few independent schools in the 
municipality, for example Internationella Engel-
ska Skolan. Please contact the school directly if 
you would like your child to go to an independent 
school. Independent schools have their own 
queues and manage applications independently of 
the municipality.  

School transport
Pupils in preschool class, primary school for child-
ren with learning disabilities and primary school 
are entitled to school transport, free of charge, 
from their home to school. This is decided depen-
ding on distances, traffic conditions, the pupil’s 
disability, or other special circumstances. 

Recreation centers
Recreation centers are offered to pupils in pres-
chool class until the spring semester of the year in 
which the pupil turns 13. Recreation centers sup-
port the pupils’ social and general development 
and offer purposeful free time. Youth clubs are 
open for children aged 10-12 and offer activities 
within arts, creating, sports and movement.  

Skellefteå Kulturskola 
Skellefteå Kulturskola is one of the largest in Swe-
den. The school offers courses in music, dance, 
theatre, literature, art, crafts, and cultural heritage. 
We also set up shows in different disciplines. 

Upper secondary school
Skellefteå has three municipal upper secondary 
schools: Anderstorpsskolan and Baldergynasiet, 
located in central Skel-
lefteå, and Natur-
bruksgymnasiet, 
located in Burträsk. 
Skellefteå also has 
a few independent 
schools located in 
the city centre. 

Kids’ Skellefteå
Ask a family with young children what the best 
part of living in Skellefteå is and chances are the 
answer will be “it’s a great place to grow up in”. 
And it’s difficult not to agree. Having everything 
close at hand, including a proliferation of pictu-
resque playgrounds, is just one factor that makes 
Skellefteå a great town for children. 

Experience every season in nature
Snowy winters, sunny late winters and early 
springs and light, warm summers. Here in Skel-
lefteå we take it for granted but having access to 
both untouched nature and long periods of snowy 
weather is a privilege. Especially for children. 
Skiing and participating in outdoor activities all 
year round becomes a natural part of childhood. In 
addition, we have the glittering and sunny wonder 
of the late winter and early spring period - a fifth 
season, unique to northern Sweden, which even 
has its own name, vårvinter. It’s a lovely time to 
have fika outside, take a walk in the snow and 
enjoy the sun. 

Playgrounds and swimming spots
Skellefteå has prioritized making the municipa-
lity a place where children can thrive and grow. 
Refurbished playgrounds and specially adapted 
swimming spots create excellent opportunities to 
enjoy a stimulating and memorable childhood. Play 
at Nordanås, Alhem or Anderstorp’s playgrounds 
or have a day at the beach. You will find popular 
swimming spots in Falkträsket, Boviken and Byske. 

Go everywhere by bicycle
Thanks to relatively short distances and good 
bicycle paths, getting around in Skellefteå is easy, 
even for children. As there is no need to cross busy 
roads and intersections, it’s safe and easy to ride 
your bike in the city as well as in the countryside 
and smaller towns. 

Safe schools and child care

Preschool
Preschool is for children aged 1–5 and lays the 
groundwork for a lifetime of learning, with attention 
to the individual’s well-being and development. It’s 
a safe and fun time in a child’s life. As a parent or 
guardian, you can choose between municipal pres-
chools, independent preschools, and pedagogical 
care, with the latter two being privately run.

Independent pedagogical care
If you want your child to socialize in a smaller 
group of children, you can apply for a spot in 
pedagogical care in the form of a family daycare 
home instead of preschool. In a family daycare 
home, childminders take care of 
a group of children aged 1–5 
years old in their home or in 
another facility while the 
child’s parents are wor-
king, studying, 
or looking for 
employment. 

In Skellefteå, there’s every opportunity to shape your life just the 
way you want it. It’s a safe place, appreciated for its versatility, 
short commuting distances and simple everyday life. At the same 
time, adventure waits just around the corner. Skellefteå is often 
called the ten-minute-city. This is because you can travel between 
your home, work, school, and recreational activities in just ten mi-
nutes. Everything in Skellefteå is so close at hand. Here, life works. 

www.skelleftea.se/skolaRead more! 
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Question 1
Your stomach growls and it’s time to light the 
barbeque. Why not throw on some cheese?  
Which cheese do you choose?

A: Halloumi cheese
B: Goat cheese
C: Svedjan Löpeld

Question 2
The light summer nights up here are perfect for 
magical musical experiences. What’s the name 
of the popular free music festival held annually 
in Skellefteå?

A: Way out West
B: Skellefteå Dansar och Ler
C: Trästockfestivalen

Question 3
A love letter to the cold and the darkness and 
a much-appreciated event, luring people out of 
their homes during the coldest winter days. 
Which chilly championship is this?

A: The Swedish Snow Angel Championships
B: The European Naked Ice-Skating Championships
C: The Scandinavian Winter Swimming  
     Championships

Question 4
“This is my hometown”, a bunch of Skellefteå 
residents sang, and the whole town sang along 
with them. What’s the name of the band?

A: Teddybears
B: This Perfect Day
C: The Wannadies

Question 5
Gaming is big in Skellefteå. Whether you like  
computer games, video games, role-playing  
games or classic board games, you don’t want  
to miss Nordsken – the biggest gaming event  
in northern Scandinavia. When was the festival  
held for the first time?

A: 2020
B: 2011
C: 2012

Question 6

Skellefteå is often called the ‘Storytelling Town’. 
Who is Skellefteå’s cultural centre named after?

A: Selma, after Selma Lagerlöf
B: Anita, after Anita Salomonsson
C: Sara, after Sara Lidman

Question 7
It’s 6pm on a Friday night and it’s leisure time in 
Skellefteå. What do you do?

A: Go for a run over the bridges
B: Put on ski boots and head out to  
     Vitbergsbacken before dinner
C: Go to Skellefteå Kraft Arena to see them  
     prepare the ice for tonight’s ice hockey game.

Question 8
It’s the first day of your summer vacation, the sun 
is shining and Skellefteå is yours for the taking. 
What do you do on this lovely day?

A: Visit the summer theatre at Nordanå
B: Go worship the sun and swim at Byske Havsbad
C: Ride a rubber boat down the river

A B C
You’ve chosen mostly A: 
 
It’s not impossible that you 
will soon head for Skellefteå. 
But perhaps you still have 
some way to go before taking 
the plunge? Become better 
acquainted with the city and 
read up on all the fun things 
happening here: 

You’ve chosen mostly B: 
 
Your bags are already packed 
and your ticket is booked.  
Are we right? Maybe you’ll 
stay in Skellefteå for good 
this time! If you haven’t al-
ready decided on where  
to stay, have a look here:

You’ve chosen mostly C: 
 
Wow, you know your stuff!  
If you don’t already live  
here, it can’t be that far  
away. It looks like Skellefteå 
is right up your alley!

How much do you 
know about Skellefteå?

Do you know Skellefteå inside-out, or is the city still yours 
to explore? Quiz yourself and see just how much Skellefteå 
you have in you – and when the big move might happen. 

www.skelleftea.se/visit www.skelleftea.se/boende www.skelleftea.se/flyttahit

Correct answers: 1. Svedjan Löpeld 2. Trästockfestivalen 3. The Scandinavian Winter Swimming Championships 4. The Wannadies 5. 2012 
6. Sara, after Sara Lidman 7. All answers are correct –  leisure time in Skellefteå comes in many shapes and sizes 8. All options are great for 
a sunny day!
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Skellefteå is growing
The city changes every day and new buildings etch 
new lines in the Skellefteå skyline. The business 
sector, individual residents, the public housing 
sector, and the municipality all contribute to the 
largest construction boom Skellefteå has seen in 
more than 20 years. 

Skellefteå offers unique opportunities for you to 
find the appealing and affordable home of your 
dreams. You can choose to live in the city centre, 
close to nature, in the countryside or in one of the 
smaller towns in the municipality.

The city of my dreams
Looking for a life in the heart Skellefteå? There are 
several neighborhoods to choose from, all with 
different characteristics. Quiet villa areas, practical 
apartments and newly built townhouse areas are 
perfect for families with children in need of space. 
What they all have in common is easy access to 
everything the city has to offer. 

Build something new!
Build your dream home from the ground up. 
Whether it’s for a permanent residence or a holiday 
home, you can find available plots of land in the 
city and smaller towns. Or why not build near the 
ocean or a lake?

Live in a unique wooden town
Skellefteå has a long-standing tradition of building 
using wood and is the leader in Sweden for sustai-
nable, environmentally friendly construction. The 
region’s forest resources have, along with world-
leading research at Campus Skellefteå and some 
of the country’s most prominent wood industry 
companies, helped Skellefteå to develop quickly. 
Furthermore, Skellefteå municipality has chosen 

to support sustainable development by acti-
vely encouraging wood construction in several 
multi-floor apartment buildings, as well as in Sara 
Kulturhus, a 20-storey tall building made from local 
wood. 

Apartments for all tastes
Buying a new apartment allows you to make your 
home special to you. Whether you prefer to live 
close to nature or in the city centre, there’s a large 
selection to choose from. By the ocean, the forest, 
or the city? Skellefteå has homes for all tastes!

Finding a rental apartment
Those looking to find a rental apartment in Skel-
lefteå have several options. Municipal Skebo is 
the largest real estate company in Skellefteå and 
owns over 5,000 apartments located in most parts 
of the municipality. In addition, there are many 
private landlords, such as Riksbyggen, HSB and 
Heimstaden. 

A comfortable commute
Towns such as Byske, Lövånger, Burträsk, Kåge, 
Boliden, Bureå and Jörn are popular alternatives 
if you wish to live outside the city centre, but still 
want access to all its amenities. All are located 
within commuting distance, making everyday life 
with work, family, and leisure so much easier. 

The idyllic countryside
Dotted around Skellefteå are smaller towns, vil-
lages, and other communities, often in wonderfully 
scenic settings. If you are looking for a peaceful 
life in the countryside, there is plenty of rural pro-
perty to choose from. In addition, the commuting 
distances are frequently short, so you can easily 
combine rural living with working in other parts of 
the municipality.

Living in the city centre, with the ocean next door, or in the woods 
right around the corner? Whether you seek the idyllic countryside, 
city life or something in between, you have every opportunity to 
find the home of your dreams.

Housing

vaxer.skelleftea.seRead more! 
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”We made a quick 
decision to give 
up our lives 
in England”
TH E VA N ES FA M I LY  •   KLUTMAR K
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The couple first learned about Skellefteå in Octo-
ber 2019, researching places to move to with their 
children Seth, 6, Isaac, 5 and Noah, 1.

– Life in England was hard. Kristopher had just lost 
his job, Seth wasn’t liking school and tuition fees 
for school and preschool were too high. We started 
looking for other places to move to and saw a 
picture of a beautiful, red house in Skellefteå by 
chance. It made us realize that we also wanted that 
idyllic lifestyle, Ellen says. 

The best decision for our family
Since then, everything has been smooth sailing. 
Ellen, who’s a teacher, spotted an employment ad 
on the Skellefteå municipality website and sent in 
an application to Internationella Engelska Skolan. 
The day before Christmas, she was offered the job. 

Kristopher also got a job at the school and the 
couple decided to move. The house in Birmingham 
was put on the market in February 2020. Three 
weeks later, it was sold. They moved into the 
house they had rented in Klutmark in July.

– We made a quick decision to give up our lives in 
England. Of course, we miss our families, but for us 
– for our children and for our mental health – this 
was the best decision. We didn’t need to take out 
a loan when we bought the house we currently live 
in, and Swedish schools and child care are a lot 
better than in England. Here, everything is more 
play-based and the children’s social skills are more 
highly valued. I also love that they get to spend so 
much time outside at preschool. In England, they 
stay inside if it’s raining, says Ellen, and continues:

– In Skellefteå, we can give our children a better 
life, and we have really taken advantage of all the 
possibilities here. The other day, the boys had a 
skiing lesson in Klutmarksbackan – and they loved 
it! We’ve gone skiing, swam in lakes and fished for 
crawfish. Those who grow up here probably take 
these things for granted, but I’m fascinated by the 
surroundings every time we visit somewhere new. 

A positive outlook for the future
When Ellen was reading up on Sweden ahead of 
the move, Swedes were described as cold and 
unwilling to indulge in small talk. But the couple 
have seen none of this. 

– Everyone has been very friendly and welcoming 
and our neighbors in Klutmark are unbelievably 
helpful. The same goes for our co-workers – I’ve 
never appreciated a job as much as I do now, says 
Ellen. 

Their son Isaac opens the green porch door and 
heads out into the snow. It’s the beginning of 
January, and during the last 24 hours the snowfall 
has left a white, fluffy blanket over the yard in 
Klutmark, located about 20 kilometers west of 
Skellefteå.

– It feels amazing to be able to give the boys the 
opportunity to grow up here. My parents think we 
made the right choice. They’re actually looking into 
moving here themselves, Ellen says with a smile. 

The dream of a simpler life 
brought them to Klutmark
When Ellen and Kristopher Vanes decided to leave Birmingham, England 
for another country, they chose Sweden. They were searching for a simpler 
family life – and they found it in Klutmark village, just outside of Skellefteå.

Name: Ellen and Kristopher Vanes
Family: Seth, Isaac and Noah
Lives: House in Klutmark
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Growth investments of SEK 80 billion
There’s a good chance that Skellefteå will become 
one of Sweden’s major growth areas during the 
2020s. Several massive business establishments 
focused on sustainability will create thousands of 
new job opportunities. And the demand for housing 
is rising rapidly. In fact, a minimum of SEK 80 billion 
will be invested in Skellefteå before 2030, which is 
the most per capita in Sweden. In other words, the 
future looks bright for Skellefteå as well as for any 
external players looking to be a part of the city’s 
growth. 

Strong entrepreneurship  
Skellefteå is a place where creativity and innovation 
are encouraged. It’s a modern and fast-growing re-
gion attracting people from all over the world. Here, 
you will find businesses ranging from IT, optronics, 
electronics, security, environment and medicine to 
media, film, and digital communication. Machine 
shops, construction, wood processing, rubber and 
transportation are also very active industries. The 
city has changed over the years, but its ability to 
make room for new ideas is still the foundation of 
its successful business sector. 

Sustainable technology
Industry history is being made in Skellefteå. In the 
industrial area at Bergsbyn, Northvolt is building 
Europe’s largest factory for green batteries with a 
vision of having net-zero climate impact. The esta-
blishment is expected to generate around 3,000 job 

opportunities when the factory is fully built. This 
makes it possible for more companies to establish 
themselves in Skellefteå, because the battery fac-
tory will create an ecosystem of suppliers and other 
players, which will boost local business.  

Timber industry
Dating back several hundred years, Skellefteå’s 
timber industry occupies a strong position in 
Sweden and the rest of the world. There is an opp-
ortunity to find work with industry-leading wood 
processing companies with global markets, as well 
as companies contributing to the development 
of modern wood building that forms such a vital 
part of a sustainable future society. Furthermore, 
world leading wood research is being undertaken 
at Campus Skellefteå alongside Luleå University 
of Technology and research institute Rise. These 
strategic collaborations will lead to continued skills 
supply, competitiveness and sustainable growth for 
the forest and timber industries. 

IT companies 
When the IT boom took off in Sweden, Skellefteå 
was already at the forefront of development. The 
IT sector still has a strong position in Skellefteå 
with companies such as Nuiteq, Tieto and Infovista. 
During the last couple of years, the region has be-
come a Swedish and European symbol for growth, 
future-proof energy solutions and groundbreaking 
technology. One of the factors that makes this 
progress possible is Campus Skellefteå.  

18.

Creative industries
Creative Skellefteå-based companies are recogni-
zed all over the world for their work in film, adverti-
sing, web development, games development and 
digital productions. North Kingdom, Grand Pike and 
Gold Town Games are a few successful examples 
of companies who have won prestigious internatio-
nal awards and attract talents from other parts of 
Sweden and the world.  

Energy production
Skellefteå Kraft is one of Sweden’s largest power 
producers and has a leading position in developing 
environmentally friendly energy production. The 
goal is to have 100% renewable energy produc-
tion by 2040. A major part of Skellefteå Kraft’s 
electricity and heat production already comes from 
hydropower, wind power and biofuels. 

Tourism
With the longest coastline and beach in Norrland, 
1,500 lakes and watercourses, vast spaces, and 
untouched wilderness, Skellefteå has a lot to offer 
tourists. Skilled entrepreneurs make use of this and 
offer experiences and outdoors activities for tou-
rists all year round. Challenge yourself on the zip-
line courses in Skellefteå Adventure Park, become 
at one with nature in Svansele Vildmarkscenter, or 
go for a hike in beautiful Bjuröklubb, - and there’s 
much more. 

Mining
The region’s mining industry primarily produces 
copper, zinc and gold and has a great need for qua-
lified employees within different fields. Skellefteå’s 
mining industry is at the forefront when it comes 
to digitalization and automation, for example using 
remote-controlled wheel loaders and drill rigs. 

Manufacturing industries 
Skellefteå’s strong entrepreneurial spirit has resul-
ted in a modern industrial sector, manufacturing 
everything from small components to big, complete

 high tech products and systems. Businesses spe-
cialize in minerals and metals, the forest industry, 
the rubber and plastic industries, the machine 
industry and energy. Companies such as Northvolt, 
Outotec and Brokk are successful businesses in the 
region.  

Possibilities on campus
At Campus Skellefteå, you will find the Luleå 
University of Technology, Umeå University, and a 
close collaboration with Mälardalen University. You 
can also take online courses from some of the best 
schools in the world.

It’s no coincidence that the gaming industry has 
grown strongly in Skellefteå. At Campus Skellef-
teå, you’ll find several courses and programs on 
the subject as well as a creative hub with meeting 
places for game developers. We offer game jams, 
lectures, pitch contests, travel to gaming expos and 
the annual Arctic Game Conference. 

Higher vocational education programs are shorter 
than university programs. They are developed in 
close collaboration with companies in industries 
looking for skilled employees. Campus Skellefteå 
has programs and courses in gaming, IT and crea-
tive industries, nursing, and social work as well as 
industry. The Campus works as a node in Vigeo  
– a test and demonstration facility for lifelong  
learning and competence provision focusing on 
digital solutions. 

Skellefteå offers great opportunities for a career boost. 
Trail-blazing innovators and entrepreneurs have long been 
developing ideas here that laid the foundation for national 
and international brands. 

For your career

www.skelleftea.se/naringslivRead more! 
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A great experience is never far away in Skellefteå. Everything is reachable 
within a 30-minute drive – whether you’re into art and culture, fast-paced  
activities, or quiet nature adventures. 

Sunnanå

Falkträsket

Lund

Sjungande DalenStämningsgården

Degerbyn

Prästbordet

Boliden

Jörn

Sörböle

Norrböle

Burträsk

Moröhöjden

Hedensbyn

Norra Tuvan

Tuvan

Stackgrönnan

Bergsbyn

Morö BackeAlhem

Morön

Anderstorp

Vitberget

Solbacken

Skellefteå Airport

Byske

Kåge

Skelleftehamn

Ursviken

Bureå

Lövånger
S

Skellefteå Golfklubb

Feel the sand 
beneath your feet 
at Byske Havsbad

Relax with equine 
friends at the 
riding stables

Hit the slopes  
at  Storklinta 

skidcenter

Experience local 
and global culture 
at Sara kulturhus

Take a new 
career step 
at Campus

Take a dip 
in Falkträsket

 after work

Take a walk 
through Bonnstan 

and Nordanå

Glide down 
the river in a 
rubber boat

Visit the lighthouse 
in Bjuröklubb

Dock your boat 
at Kåge harbor

Perform bike tricks 
at  Skellefteå 

Bike Arena

Go hiking in 
nature along  
Kyrkstigen

Grow 
carrots on 

the allotment

Make your own 
cheese in Burträsk

Leave and return 
home again! 

Airport 20 mins

Nail a 360 at 
the skate park

Hike along 
Linnéstigen 
at Bureå Älv

Go cross-country 
skiing on one of our 

lighted ski tracks

Go canoeing in 
the river and out 
towards the sea

Thrilling experiences 
just around the corner!

N
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”It’s fun to see the 
kids get hooked 
on something 
and find a way 
into sports”
MARYAN HASHI  •   MORÖ BACKE  •   26 Y E A R S
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Maryan Hashi is a culture guide at Skellefteå 
municipality. Her job entails leading, inspiring, and 
instructing lower and upper secondary school kids 
in different activities. Her focus is on overseas-
born youths, but all are welcome, says Maryan. 

– The purpose is to include youths with internatio-
nal backgrounds and get them involved in clubs 
and association activities. I lead courses where 
they can try out everything from climbing and 
padel to cross-country skiing and snowboarding. 
It’s fun to see the kids get hooked on something 
and how grateful they are to find a way into sports. 
Most overseas-born youths have zero experience 
when it comes to winter sports. The chance to 
learn something new boosts their confidence. 

Maryan is originally from Somalia and moved to 
Skellefteå with her family eleven years ago. 

– I’ve travelled around in Sweden quite a lot and 
seen many places, but Skellefteå is the city that 
I always long to return to. I love the peace and 
quiet and the beautiful nature. Those interested in 
having an active leisure time are in the right place 
– there’s always something to do here. 

Maryan lives a very active life herself and spends 
time doing different activities depending on the 
season. But it hasn’t always been like that. Before 
getting the job as a culture guide, she didn’t have 
any hobbies outside of hanging out with friends. 

– I would rather stay inside during the winter and 
didn’t think there was much to do in Skellefteå. 
But then I discovered snowboarding and got the 
opportunity to learn the basics and teach snow-
boarding classes. Now, the winter is when I’m the 
most active. Besides snowboarding, I do a lot of 
cross-country skiing, ice skating and sometimes 
go ski touring in the mountains, Maryan says, and 
continues:

– Because of my job, I have also discovered padel, 
climbing, tennis and archery. My new active lifest-
yle has really changed my life – I’ve become more 
ambitious and positive and have grown as a per-
son. What’s more, I’ve gotten my friends and family 
interested too. My two sisters are snowboarding 
now, and my brother started just yesterday. He’s 
afraid of heights, so it took some persuasion!

For snowboard-loving Maryan, Vitberget is the 
best place. She spends a lot of her free time hit-
ting the slopes, but there are also lots of activities 
during the spring, summer and fall. 

– Vitberget is open all year round. Besides great 
slopes, they have nice ski trails, a padel centre, 
archery and climbing. I live at Morö Backe near 
Vitberget, which makes it easy for me to spend lots 
of time there and practice in order to challenge 
myself – and become a better leader. 

”There’s always 
something to do 
in Skellefteå”
Three years ago, Maryan Hashi didn’t have a single hobby. Now, she 
snowboards, plays padel, climbs, swims, goes cross-country skiing, 
and does archery – and also teaches her skills to teens. 

Name: Maryan Hashi
Age: 26 years
Profession: Culture guide
Lives: Morö Backe
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Culture and entertainment in the 
town of storytellers
 
Nordanå. A cultural meeting place in Skellefteå that 
attracts thousands of visitors each year. The historic 
environment and lush outdoor areas are popular 
both among locals and visitors. The permanent and 
temporary exhibitions at Skellefteå museum are 
thought provoking and memorable.  

Exploratorium. Here you will find 800 square meters 
of exhibition space filled with experiments and fun 
challenges. Interactivity, curiosity, and playfulness 
are highlighted and awaken, in children and youths, 
an interest in physics, chemistry, technology, astro-
nomy, infrastructure and ecology. 

Music and theatre. The theatre scene in Skellefteå 
combines local legends such as Torgny Lindgren, 
P.O. Enqvist and Sara Lidman, with Swedish and 
international masterpieces. Here you will find Väster-
bottensteatern – the county’s main theater. The city’s 
music scene is characterized by creativity, with skil-
led musicians making their mark in various genres. 

Sara kulturhus. Experience one of Europe’s highest 
wood buildings, accommodating Västerbottenstea-
tern, Skellefteå Art Gallery, Skellefteå City Library 
and Museum Anna Nordlander (MAN). Sara kulturhus 
is a meeting place for concerts, shows, meetings, 
exhibitions, and events. Sara kulturhus is named 
after the author Sara Lidman and is driven by crea-
tivity, courage, and the desire to come up with new 
ideas. 

Summer theatre. Each summer, Västerbottenstea-
tern moves outdoors to perform plays under the 
open sky. The plays are suitable for the entire family 
and performed in scenic surroundings in Skellefteå. 

Restaurants and nightlife. Several successful and 
experienced restaurateurs combine international 
cuisine with local specialties, something that has 
made the restaurant scene in Skellefteå exciting for 
all tastes. The proximity to the ocean and wilderness 
ensures that fish and game can be offered on seaso-
nal menus. Besides restaurants, the city has a wide 
variety of classic pubs. 

Fresh air – life in the middle of 
nature

Fishing. Skellefteå has 1,500 lakes, five big rivers 
and 420 kilometers of coastline. Regardless of what 
kind of fishing you’re interested in, chances are you 
can experience it here. Our fishing guides include 
tips on where, when, and how to fish. 

Snow scooter driving. With 1,750 kilometers of 
well-maintained snow scooter trails you can go on 
several nice outings around the municipality – from 
ski slopes and barbeque areas to fishing lakes and 
the sea. 

Hiking trails. Nourish your soul and experience 
untouched nature up close by hiking and walking. 
There are many great hiking and walking trails in the 
municipality open in both summer and winter, such 
as Hälsans stig in central Skellefteå, Furuögrundsle-
den in Byske and Linnéstigen in Bureå. 

Alpine skiing. Skellefteå municipality has many 
great ski slopes suitable for beginners as well as 
experienced skiers. Those wishing to go slalom 
skiing, snowboarding or telemark skiing can choose 
between four larger areas for alpine skiing – Vit-
bergsbacken in central Skellefteå, Bygdsiljumback-
en, Klutmarksbacken and Storklinta in Jörn. 

Skellefteå gives you every opportunity to spend your free time in a  
meaningful way. Take part in experiences and activities in culture, sports, 
hunting and fishing, outdoor life and entertainment in a city characterized 
by an active civic life, devoted enthusiasts, creativity, and forward thinking.

Leisure
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Vitberget. Vitberget is Skellefteå’s big leisure and 
recreation area, located only two kilometers from 
the city centre. Those looking to get active can find 
it all here – jogging tracks open year-round, obsta-
cle courses for children and adults, an outdoors 
gym, a bike park, a tennis court, a skiing stadium, 
a padel centre, archery and shooting ranges, and 
climbing walls. Skellefteå Kraft Arena is located 
here as well, along with several clubhouses. 

Nordanå ice rink. Skellefteå has its own ice rink, 
just like Central Park in New York. In the winter you 
can ice skate to beautiful music at Svandammen 
near Nordanå. 

Experience sports all year round

Ice hockey in the elite series. At Skellefteå Kraft 
Arena you can enjoy fast-paced and exciting ice 
hockey when one of Sweden’s top teams AIK is 
playing. Choose between comfortable seats or 
amazing standing spaces where you can expe-
rience the magical atmosphere at Västra Stå.

Trotting. Enjoy high level trotting all year round 
at Skellefteåtravet. Be sure to check out Midsom-
martravet – a big public summer event where thou-
sands of people bring their own camping chairs to 
watch the trotting beneath the never-setting sun. 

Swimming and sports facilities

Public baths. There are eight public baths in the 
municipality with plenty of room for families with 
young children as well as those who enjoy swim-
ming for exercise and aqua aerobics. Several baths 
have gyms and relaxation areas. 

Summer swimming. There are plenty of cooling 
swimming spots for locals feeling the summer heat. 
Vitbergsbadet and Kågebadet are popular options 
close to town and have heated swimming pools 
for children and adults. The many lakes spread 
across the municipality, such as Falkträsket and 
Långnäset, are popular as well. Longing for shallow 
beaches with fine grained sand? Be sure to check 
out Byske havsbad, Bovikens havsbad and Daniel-
stens havsbad in Bureå. 
 

Book a sports hall. Skellefteå municipality has 
around 50 sports halls of various sizes, ranging 
from large arenas with bleachers to school gyms, 
wrestling rooms and dance halls. When the sports 
halls are not booked by various teams and as-
sociations, they are available for online booking by 
people looking to exercise at a favorable rate.

Skellefteå Bike Arena. Are you up for a challenge? 
Be sure to check out one of the largest bike parks in 
Scandinavia, located just a short distance from the 
city centre. Skellefteå Bike Arena is situated at the 
top of Vitberget and has a large pump track, a skills 
loop, a dirt track and three MTB trails with wooden 
constructions nicely integrated with nature. The 
park has various difficulty levels, making it suitable 
for beginners as well as experienced riders. 

The Skate park. The activity park in Skellefteå’s 
public park is popular among kids and youths who 
enjoy skateboarding, inline skating, kick bikes and 
bicycling. The park has a large bowl, a vertical wall, 
a snake run and street area. 

Street basketball, beach volleyball and climbing. 
Skellefteå’s public park area has lots of exciting 
activities. Use the courts to challenge your friends 
in a game of beach volleyball or street basketball 
and try climbing Klättringssvampen.

From soccer to taekwondo. Skellefteå’s clubs and 
organizations engage thousands of children and 
youths. Soccer, horseback riding and floorball are 
among the biggest sports, but ice hockey and taek-
wondo are popular as well. 

The golf club. Skellefteå golf club is located five 
kilometers from the city centre and is one of the 
world’s northernmost 27-hole courses.

Disc golf. With its 29 challenging holes, café, ac-
commodation, putting green and disc rental, the 
Bergsbyn course is definitely world class.

Go-kart. Skellefteå Karting Arena is a top modern 
facility with karts for hire and a separate track for 
children.

Riding stables.Skellefteå loves horses and there 
are many riding stables, horse clubs and equine-
related organizations in the municipality. Skel-www.visitskelleftea.seHär kan du läsa mer!
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Would you like  
to know even 
more about life 
in Skellefteå?
Contact us
Feel free to contact our Customer Service - we will be happy to answer your questions. 
Tel: 0910-73 50 00, press 4.
Mon–Fri 07.00–17:00.

E-mail: contact@skelleftea.se
Visitors’ address: Trädgårdsgatan 6, ground floor, City Hall

Follow us: Facebook, Instagram and Youtube. Search for skellefteasweden. 

Check out our film, My Home Town! 
Scan the QR code to watch the film. 

lefteå Ridklubb is in central Skellefteå and is one of the 
country’s largest riding schools, offering everything 
from courses and training, competitions and drop-in 
horseback riding to private lessons and riding camps. 
There are also riding stables in Ersmark and Gummark, 
and several active riding clubs, horse associations and 
clubs in the municipality. Discover Skellefteå’s trotting 
school, offering courses and activities for all ages. 

Reach the world from your airport

Skellefteå Airport. The airport is owned by Skellefteå 
residents and is one of the ten largest airports in Swe-
den. It fulfills an important function in the development 
of the region. Thanks to daily departures to Stock-
holm, it’s possible to attend to business in the capital 
and also travel onwards to other destinations. The 
airport also has many charter destinations, creating 
a direct link between Skellefteå and the world. And 
parking is always free of charge – no matter how long 
you’ll be gone! 

Cozy markets

Christmas market at Nordanå. A beautiful Christ-
mas market, with a traditional and genuine festive 
atmosphere, can be found at Nordanå during early 
December. Besides market stands, there are also acti-
vities and experiences for the whole family. 

Harvest market in Lövånger kyrkstad. At the farmers 
market in Lövånger kyrkstad, local farmers fill their 
stands with vegetables, breads, mushrooms, fish, jam, 
and honey. 

Matturen. During the harvest season in August, farms 
around Bureå, Lövånger, Kåge and Burträsk open their 
doors for the public. The idea is for visitors to discover 
the amazing supply of locally produced food in the 
region. 

Church weekend in Bonnstan. The church weekend is 
an old tradition that is still very much alive in Bonnstan. 
Nowadays, the main attraction isn’t the church, but 
the folk musician meets, and the artists and craftsmen 
selling their work.

Genuine and local. During summertime, the munici-
pality is bursting with fun outings and places to visit 
– from cozy cafés and bakeries to flea markets and 

shops selling handmade crafts. Go sightseeing and 
discover the gems in the countryside, smaller towns, 
and the city. 

Bustling festivals

Trästockfestivalen. Sweden’s largest free festival 
offers up live music each summer, with performan-
ces, food and much more during three lovely days at 
Nordanå.

The Storytelling Festival. For a whole week, storytel-
ling is a recurring theme in all creative expression: on 
the theatre stage, in art galleries and museums, on the 
dance floor and on the music stage, in the library and 
in the writer’s den. Skellefteå has, in a slightly cocky 
manner, declared itself the Town of Storytelling. The 
ambition is to build on the region’s tradition of oral and 
literary storytelling. 

Nordsken gaming festival. With nearly 8,000 square 
meters of activities, seven hundred computer seats 
and almost twenty thousand participants during three 
days, Nordsken is without a doubt the biggest gaming 
event in Scandinavia. The festival attracts visitors of all 
ages interested in video games, role-playing games, 
card games, board games, miniature wargaming, live 
action role-playing, e-sports and much more. 

Exciting competitions 

Prestigious winter swimming. Since 2012, the Scan-
dinavian Winter Swimming Championship has taken 
place in a hole sawn in the ice in the middle of Skel-
lefteå. The popular competition is hosted by “Mörkrets 
och kylans glada vänner” – a group of people looking 
to celebrate the dark periods of time in northern 
Norrland. 

Skellefteå Beach Soccer. Skellefteå Beach Soccer is 
one of Sweden’s largest tournaments for beach soc-
cer. The tournament attracts thousands of visitors to 
Bovikens havsbad each summer. It’s a beach party for 
everyone who loves soccer, summer, and the beach. 

Broarna runt. “Broarna runt” is a classic race hosted 
by Skellefteå AIK Friidrottsklubb every spring, a tradi-
tion since 1965. Walk or jog along the beautiful stretch 
of land between Skellefteå’s bridges, either at your 
own pace or compete against other locals. 

Move here! 
Scan the QR code and learn more about  
why moving to Skellefteå is a good idea. 



www.skelleftea.se/flyttahit 


