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“The most
reliable way to 

predict the future 
is to create it.”



 S

CREATIVE WOOD IDEAS  
CREATE CLIMATE-SMART  
LIVING ENVIRONMENTS
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Swedes are really good at building sustainably in wood. World leaders, actually. 
In Skellefteå, we are proud of our role in this success and love to share 

our experience with others. Let us tell you what we think. 

weden has a well-earned global 
reputation for excellence in 
sustainable construction. It’s 

certainly something on which we pride 
ourselves, especially as our approach 
contributes positively to the global 
climate challenge. That is why we 
have decided to dedicate ourselves to 
taking advantage of – and further de-
veloping – the creative solutions that 
make wood the obvious choice for 
construction. And of course we look 
favourably on all types of partnerships 
with those who share our ambitions. 

WHAT HAS MADE SKELLEFTEÅ SUCH A  
SUCCESS IN THE SECTOR?
Well, there are many factors that make 
our prominent role in the develop-
ment of wooden construction entirely 
natural. First and foremost, just take 
a look at our surroundings. Skellefteå 
sits in a vast green ocean of excep-
tionally strong, slow-growing trees that 
provide quick and simple access to 
quality timber with unique construc-
tion properties. This is also one of the 
most important explanations for the 
long tradition of wooden construction 
that has deep roots in Skellefteå.  
Today we are a well-established clus-
ter of successful companies that have 
both the knowledge and the courage 
to shift the boundaries of what is pos-
sible in modern wood construction. 

Another advantage we enjoy is that 
the progressive local timber industry 
is complemented by the expertise of 
research institutes. Skellefteå is home 
to industry-leading institutes for wood 
research and development that are 
working together with the timber 
industry to find new, innovative ways 
to use wood as a building material. 
This is a partnership that benefits all 
those involved. Timber industries and 
construction companies gain access to 
the institutes’ cutting-edge expertize 
and knowledge, and the institutes are 
able to test the results of their  
research directly against the market. 
The result is that we in Skellefteå 
continue to develop as a centre for 
modern and innovative wood con-
struction. In addition, we are more 
than happy to share our experience 
with others as well as collaborate and 
gain new knowledge.

IN SKELLEFTEÅ, WE ALWAYS CHOOSE 
WOOD TO BUILD WITH WHEN POSSIBLE
Skellefteå’s timber construction 
strategy is to continue to increase 
construction in wood, both where it 
is visible and also where it is used as 
a load-bearing structural material. 
Because the aim of sustainable con-
struction is to use building materials 
that emit the lowest possible levels of 
carbon dioxide, we have to consider 

wood as a potential material in all 
projects. There are of course several 
aspects that have a role to play in 
the choice of building material and 
construction solutions: aside from the 
climate factor, we need to consider 
whether it is both technically and eco-
nomically sustainable to build in wood.     

ECONOMICALLY AND ENVIRON MEN T
ALLY ATTRACTIVE LIVING HABITATS
Regardless of the type of project, it is 
the economic factor specifically that 
we all need to assess. By stimulating 
new, creative concepts for construc-
tion using wood, we have created the 
potential for living spaces in which 
economic, social and environmental 
factors bind together to contribute 
to sustainable development. Here in 
Skellefteå, we have taken advantage 
of these opportunities in order to 
ensure that the city develops in an 
attractive way, in both the near and 
more distant future. On the following 
pages we display some examples of 
interesting projects that are both new 
and old. Please take a look at them 
in more detail – or better still, visit us 
here in Skellefteå. If you do, you will 
have the chance to talk to us about 
how we could collaborate to build a 
sustainable future.

1. MINIMAL  
ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT
An apartment building made 
of wood has an environmental 
impact half that of an equiva-
lent concrete building.  
  

2. ONLY YOUNG-
GROWTH FOREST  
SEQUESTERS
Forest that has stopped  
growing no longer sequesters 
carbon dioxide – it’s environ-
mentally friendly to cut down 
and plant new trees!

3. CLIMATE +  
 ECONOMY = SMART!
Thanks to our creative solutions 
in modern timber construction 
technology, there need be no 
quality compromises.

4. PLEASANT
LIVING  
ENVIRONMENTS
Wood is the natural choice of 
material to create a cosy and 
harmonic experience of life

FOUR REASONS TO BUILD USING WOOD
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“We are now taking further steps forward 
in the refinement process and how we 
take advantage of the benefits of wood.”
Dan Magnusson, chair of the foundation Träenigheten Skellefteå



A GUIDE TO
SKELLEFTEÅ, CITY OF WOOD

34
27

30 12

22

14

25

10

32

38

23

40

4
5

29
29

9

39

1

15

SUNNANÅ

SJUNGANDE DALEN

SÖRBÖLE

16
41



  1  Ekorren, multi-storey car park
  2  Skellefteå Kraft Arena
  3  Norrvallaläktaren, soccer stand
  4  Skellefteå Stadshotell, city hotel
  5  Lejonströmsbron, old wooden bridge
  6  Industrial building by Leos Lekland
  7  Horse riding stables, Hedensbyn
  8  Älvsbacka Strand, apartment buildings
  9  Balderhallen, sports centre
10  Glasmästaren, Bonnstan,  
 sheltered housing
11  Industrial premises, Kroksjön
12  Vuxhuset, campus, school for adults
13  Moröhöjdens förskola, preschool
14  Library, campus
15  Sports centre, campus
16  Ekorren, apartment building
17  Lotsen, Ursviken, office building

18  Leos Lekland, play centre
19  Solbacken, shopping centre
20  Älvsbackabron, wooden bridge
21  Norrskenet förskola, preschool
22  Seminariet, old school building
23  Pavilion, Skellefteå Hospital
24  Pellets warehouse, Skelleftehamn
25  Brygg Club & Café and Skellefteå Brewery
26  Älvsbacka Park, apartment buildings
27  Ömans, old commercial premises
28  Nilsro, Anderstorp, terraced houses
29  Klockarbergsbroarna, wooden bridges
30  Kårhuset Stock, campus,  
 student union building
31  Amerikahusen, Anderstorp,  
 semi-detatched houses
32  Sunnanå Strand, semi-detached  
 and detached houses

33  Indoor soccer hall, Norrvalla
34  Markstedtska gården,  
 old wooden building
35  Air traffic control tower,  
 Skellefteå Airport
36  C-hallen Skellefteå Kraft Arena,  
 indoor ice rink
37  Reception, Skellefteå Camping
38  Rödhaken, Sörböle,  
 sheltered housing
39  Skellefteå Cultural Center
40  Köpmangården,  
 old wooden building
41  Bonnstan, old church town
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“The wooden city of the future is energy 
efficient, with buildings that turn their  
faces towards the sun, making them  
energy suppliers and smart CO2 stores.”
Magnus Silfverhielm, architect



1. EKORREN MULTI-STOREY CAR PARK 
The car park is built of solid and glue-laminated timber, with a  
structure from Martinsons in Bygdsiljum. The beams and joists 
are also made from solid wood, but covered with a thin sheet of 
rubber. The building, including the basement, has 135 parking 
spaces. There is a shop and some offices on the ground floor. 
The three levels of parking have two important advantages over 
other multi-storey car parks; they are light and well-ventilated. 
The roof projection and lathes that let light in and out mean that 
in the evening the building shines light towards the pedestrian 
street. 

But the black façade was controversial and the politicians were 
unsure. At the time, the architect described how “roasted red  
paint pigment makes the walls a warm black” and how “the 
daylight caresses the building’s exterior”. Rumour has it that the 
building was granted planning permission in spite of this. 

Architect: AIX arkitekter.
Client: Polaris Fastighets AB/ Setra Plusshus.
Year built: 2009.
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7. HORSE RIDING STABLES, HEDENSBYN 
Riding school with a glue-laminated timber 
structure and a façade made of timber panels. 
Years built: 1980, 2010.

6. INDUSTRIAL BUILDING  
BY LEOS LEKLAND 
The building is expected to become a 
flexible solution that can be adapted by 
the companies who want to move into it. 
Year built: 2016.

5. LEJONSTRÖMSBRON 
The bridge over the Skellefte River was built 
in 1737 and is Sweden’s oldest remaining 
wooden bridge. With a length of 207 metres, 
it is also the longest wooden bridge used by 
motor cars in Sweden. Year built: 1737.

2. SKELLEFTEÅ KRAFT ARENA 
Ultra-modern multi-event arena with 
grandstands made of glue-laminated timber. 
During ice hockey matches, the new arena 
has a capacity of c. 5800 spectators, 4,350  
of whom are seated. Year built: 2008. 

3. NORRVALLALÄKTAREN 
A modern stand with 1000 seats at Norr-
valla’s artificial grass pitch. The stand and 
load-bearing structure are made of glue- 
laminated timber. Year built: 2011.

4. SKELLEFTEÅ STADSHOTELL 
When Skellefteå Stadshotell was to be 
extended by three floors, wood was the 
only option. The structure is glue-laminated 
timber and the façade is clad in plate glass 
and larch. Year built: 2011.
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I n 2004, the Swedish Government initiated a national 
timber construction strategy, with Skellefteå Munic-
ipality as an active participant. An area close to the 
river at Älvsbacka was selected for this project, not 

entirely without disagreement from the neighbours and 
politicians, who were afraid of the shadow it would cast and 
how it would blend in. Some predicted that “the judgement 
of history would be harsh”. But so far, everything points to 
the opposite. 

Martinsons Byggsystem, Lindbäcks Bygg AB and White 
Arkitekter AB came together as Bygg i Trä AB in order to de-
velop a new system for multi-storey buildings in wood with 
a strong industrial element. The holistic systems contained 
everything from construction support and project manage-
ment, to manufacturing and assembly. The construction 
process is particularly well suited to Nordic conditions, with 
a newly developed weather-proofing technique that allows 
construction to continue almost regardless of the weath-
er. Up to 80 per cent of the building is completed indoors 
before it arrives on site. For example, at Älvsbacka Strand, 
the tiles and floor tiles were already laid in the kitchen and 
bathroom. Älvsbacka Strand encompasses three buildings 
constructed from 2008–2010, with each building contain-
ing 18 apartments spread over six floors and an indented 
penthouse floor. All the apartments have wide balconies 
overlooking the river. 

With Building 1 (red/white in the adjacent picture), the 
main challenge was to find out if it was even possible to 
build large wooden buildings in a modern industrial way. 
It turned out that the construction time was half than 
when using traditional construction methods. In Building 
2 (green/white), there was a concerted effort to reduce 
the use of energy. Building 3 (black/white) was assessed in 
accordance with the Swedish environmental classification 
system Miljöbyggnad through the project Trästad 2012. The 
classification has fifteen different indicators that need to be 
met, covering the areas of energy, interior environment and 
materials. The building was the first in northern Sweden 
to achieve the highest standard, gold. The fact that the 
structure of the building is solid wood means that the en-
vironmental load is low; the manufacturing of the structure 
alone saves 270 tonnes of carbon dioxide, compared with a 
conventional concrete structure.

The exterior of the building is made of glue-laminated 
timber panels that combine the natural expression of the 
wood with an austere elegance.

8. ÄLVSBACKA STRAND
Architect: White arkitekter, Umeå, through Lennart Sjögren.
Client: Bygg i Trä AB.
Year built: 2008–10.
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“We stand before a 
material revolution.”
Dick Sandberg, professor in Wood Science and Engineering LTU
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”Wood has 
the ability 

to be 
chameleon”

Moa Öst, Tyréns

17. LOTSEN, URSVIKEN 
Lotsen in Ursviken is an office building 
with a wooden façade. The building’s c. 
2,800 m2 are divided between five floors, 
four of which are built of wood. All the 
walls have load-bearing timber joists and 
the floor joists are made of wood-tensio-
ned solid timber units. Year built: 1999.

15. SPORTS CENTRE, CAMPUS 
Full-size arena for ball games and a 
smaller hall suitable for dance, aerobics 
or similar activities. Structure made of 
glue-laminated timber and exterior panels. 
Year built: 2003.

19. SOLBACKEN, SHOPPING CENTRE 
Sweden’s first shopping centre built 
entirely of wood, which has also won the 
Träenigheten foundation’s wood prize. The 
construction system consists of glue-lami-
nated wood and the façades are glue-la-
minated timber panels. Details such as the 
shopping trolley garages and lampposts 
are also made of wood. Year built: 2003.

13. MORÖHÖJDENS, PRESCHOOL 
The preschool is built with floor joists of 
cross-laminated timber for the best possible 
sustainability. Silver level in the environmen-
tal construction certification. Year built: 2017.

16. EKORREN, APARTMENT BUILDING 
Coop housing association in central Skellefteå, 
with 31 apartments. A low-energy building 
made of prefabricated units with floors and 
load-bearing walls made of solid wood. Façade 
made of wooden panels. Year built: 2009.

12. VUXHUSET, CAMPUS 
Two buildings with two floors plus base-
ment containing premises for the adult 
education service. The structure and 
façade are constructed in wood, with solid 
wood floor joists. Year built: 2000.

18. LEOS LEKLAND, PLAY CENTRE 
Children’s favourite place in Skellefteå has  
a 4,500 m2 play area spread over three 
floors, including a parents’ lounge and café. 
The building is constructed using a prefa-
bricated structure made of glue-laminated 
timber. Year built: 2009.

10. GLASMÄSTAREN, BONNSTAN 
This building is a sheltered housing unit of 
approximately 440 sq. m and is close to 
Bonnstan and Landskyrkan in Skellefteå. 
Year built: 2013.

11. INDUSTRIAL PREMISES, KROKSJÖN 
At Martinsons sawmill in Kroksjön, the 
majority of the industrial buildings, including 
everything from manufacturing facilities and 
warehouses to offices, are built of wood. 
Year built: 2008. 

9. BALDERHALLEN 
Sport and events facility with a glue-lami-
nated timber structure. Two full-size sports 
halls and stands in wood accommodating 
1001 people, decorated with larch and 
colourful art. Year built: 2016.

14. LIBRARY, CAMPUS 
The library, with its intermediate flooring, 
roof superstructure and structure made of 
glue-laminated timber, is part of Forum-
huset, which is made entirely of wood.  
Year built: 2002.
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“Increased construction in  
wood will have a significant  
impact on the country’s  
development.”
Lars Engman, Managing Director, Träbransch Norr 

his cable-stayed wooden bridge, inau-
gurated in 2011, was Sweden’s longest 
single-span wooden bridge. The bridge 

was given its name following a vote by Skellefteå’s 
residents. The bridge is the result of a partnership 
with the European Regional Development Fund 
and Luleå University of Technology. The bridge is 
just over 130 m long , 4 m wide and 26 m high (the 
pylons). The entire bridge is made of wood and the 
protective parts are separate from the structure. 

In 2012, the Älvsbacka project was awarded the 
municipal engineering project of the year prize by 
the Swedish Municipal-Technical Association, the 
justification being that the bridge is “as beauti-

ful as it is functional” and that “with Skellefteå 
Municipality’s involvement in the National Timber 
Construction Strategy and City of Wood 2012, 
timber construction has taken one further step 
forward”. The cost of the bridge was around SEK 
32 million. Of this, two million were EU grants for 
construction and three million for Luleå University 
of Technology for research concerning the bridge. 
Advanced measurement equipment continually 
monitors the health of the bridge.

20. ÄLVSBACKABRON, WOODEN BRIDGE  
Client: Skellefteå Municipality.
Construction and manufacturing: Martinsons in Kroksjön.
Year built: 2011.

T
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21. NORRSKENET PRESCHOOL, MORÖ BACKE 

Norrskenet is the first low-energy preschool in northern Sweden. The building uses 75 per cent 
less energy than a traditional building. Seventy children in four units plus staff generate c. 7,200 
watts. The external walls are just over 50 cm thick. The estimated energy use is 58 kWh/m2/year.  

Architect: Collage arkitekter. 
Client: Skellefteå Municipality.
Year built: 2012.

23. PAVILION, SKELLEFTEÅ HOSPITAL 
Building on three floors, encompassing 
1,430 m2. The pavilion has a self-support-
ing construction with wooden modules. 
Year built: 2009.

22. SEMINARIET 
Gamla seminariet was designed as a  
primary school teacher training college 
in the National Romantic style by Viktor 
Åström from Sävenäs. Years built: 1902–07.

24. PELLETS WAREHOUSE, 
SKELLEFTEHAMN 
Warehouse building with a glue-laminated 
timber structure that is used to store  
pellets before they are shipped out.  
Year built: 2002.



14. 15.

25. BRYGG CLUB & CAFÉ AND SKELLEFTEÅ BREWERY

The two buildings by the Skellefte River are a part of the new recreation and activity area near 
the beautiful river. Designed by Tyréns Arkitekter to resemble modern port warehouses with 
wooden façades and steel details. 

Architect: Tyréns arkitekter.
Client: Repay Invest Fastigheter.
Years built: 2015-16.

26. ÄLVSBACKA PARK,  
APARTMENT BUILDINGS 
Dwellings with a total of 95 apartments in 
five apartment buildings. Industrial timber 
construction system. Year built: 2012.

28. NILSRO, ANDERSTORP,  
TERRACED HOUSES 
These apartment buildings are located  
close to the centre of Skellefteå, by the 
river, and their structure and façade are 
both made of wood. It took only nine 
months to build them. Year built: 2014.

27. ÖMANS, OLD COMMERCIAL  
PREMISES 
Retail and office premises made of timber. 
Has been one of the most prominent 
commercial buildings of significant cultural 
heritage value since it was first built.  
Year built: 1848.



he Klockarberg Bridges were among the first wood-
en bridges in the country to have been approved by 
the Swedish Transport Administration (formerly the 

Swedish Roads Administration) for heavy goods vehicles (up 
to 65 tonnes). They were built in 1994 and, over 20 years 
later, are still in good condition and being fully utilised.

At the end of the 1980s, when Skellefteå Municipality 
ordered a simple foot and bike bridge over the Klintfors 
River in Skellefteå, there was pretty much no wooden bridge 
industry. The wooden bridge model was developed in a 
partnership between Martinsons and SP Trä in Skellefteå; a 
partnership that then continued with the Klockarberg Bridg-
es, this time together with FFNS Arkitekter in Skellefteå. The 
two bridges, one of which is a beam bridge and the other an 
arch bridge with pre-stressed deck, link together the E4 with 
Road 95 as part of the Klockarberg route. The bridges are 
c. 35 m long, with spans of up to 7.2 metres. The free width 
between the spans is 10.2 m. The timber used in the deck is 

spruce, with external beams made of oak. The tension bars 
are stainless steel threaded bars and the paving is asphalt. 

The columns and beams are made of glue-laminated pres-
sure-creosoted (class A) pine and are painted red with alkyd 
oil-based ‘Falun red’ exterior paint and woodstain. Openings 
on the side are made of red-painted spruce panels. 

After their inauguration, the bridges were awarded an  
international prize – the European Glulam Award – the  
foremost honour available in the field of glue-laminated 
timber architecture. 

 
29. KLOCKARBERGSBROARNA, WOODEN BRIDGES
Client: The Swedish Transport Administration.
Architect: FFNS Architects in Skellefteå.
Construction and manufacturing: Martinsons in Kroksjön/SP Trä.
Year built: 1994.

“Industrial timber construction 
will contribute to the urban  
planning we aspire to – in terms 
of cost and the environment.”
Tomas Lundmark, Director TräCentrum Norr

16.
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36. C-HALLEN, SKELLEFTEÅ KRAFT  
ARENA 
C-hall, beside Skellefteå Kraft Arena, is 
Sweden’s first ice rink built entirely from 
glue-laminated timber. The surface area is 
approximately 3,700m2. Year built: 2013.

38. RÖDHAKEN, SÖRBÖLE 
This building is sheltered housing consisting 
of seven apartments in a wooden structure 
and façade and a volume of approximately 
600 m3. The building has been assembled 
using prefabricated wall units. Year built: 2016.

37. RECEPTION, SKELLEFTEÅ CAMPING 
Skellefteå camping’s reception, with a  
volume of approximately 470 m3, was built 
on site and has a wooden structure and 
façade. Year built: 2013.

39. SKELLEFTEÅ CULTURAL CENTER 
The winning entry in the competition to 
design a new cultural center for Skellefteå, 
designed by White Arkitekter. A hybrid 
with distinct wooden characteristics and 
visible timber. Will be complete around 
2020.

41. BONNSTAN, OLD CHURCH TOWN 
One of Sweden’s 16 remaining church 
towns that has been in the area around 
Skellefteå’s country church since the 17th 
century. The buildings that can be seen  
today were built in the 1830s after a power-
ful fire had destroyed the original Bonnstan. 
Years built: The 1830s.

30. KÅRHUSET STOCK, CAMPUS,  
STUDENT UNION BUILDING 
A Swedish-Japanese development project 
using the big-frame technique. The 
construction is designed to cope with an 
earthquake. Year built: 2012.

40. KÖPMANGÅRDEN 
A well-preserved and well-restored woo-
den block, with a café, offices and homes 
surrounding a courtyard. The courtyard 
building gained two floors in 1884. The 
other buildings are from the early 20th 
century. Years built: 1884, 1916, 1928.

35. AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER, 
SKELLEFTEÅ AIRPORT 
The approximately 20-metre-high tower is built 
entirely of cross-laminated timber. The façade 
is made of vertical iron sulphate-treated glue- 
laminated timber panels without horizontal 
joints in continual lengths. Year built: 2004.

33. INDOOR SOCCER HALL,  
NORRVALLA 
A modern soccer hall with artificial turf, 
located at Norrvalla Sports Ground in  
Skellefteå. The size of the hall is 71 x 46 
metres, with changing and service areas of 
approx. 700 m2. Years built: 2009–2011.

32. SUNNANÅ STRAND 
Semi-detached and detached houses with 
timber structures and façades. Local tradition 
with a contemporary expression. Prefabrica-
ted construction units result in precision and 
efficiency. Years built: 2011, 2014.

34. MARKSTEDTSKA GÅRDEN 
Timber-framed building with horizontal 
tongue and groove panels decorated in 
the style of the renaissance revival. An ex-
ample of the architectural use of wooden 
panels to imitate stone. Protected historic 
building. Year built: 1881.

31. AMERIKAHUSEN, ANDERSTORP
Three blocks of semi-detached houses by 
Skelleftebygdens Trähus. A development 
project for architecture, craft and econo-
mics. All based on local timber construc-
tion traditions. Year built: 1993.



“The trend is towards it being  
just as sustainable, both  

environmentally and economically, 
to build using wood.”
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 S
kellefteå has many people 
with strong characters who, 
based on their own experi-
ence, influence developments 

within modern timber construction. 
Two of these are Evelina Fahlesson, 
chair of Skellefteå’s construction and 
environment board and member of 
the board of Trästad Sverige, and Ove 
Nilsson, architect and innovative tim-
ber advocate at Tyréns. We brought 
them together to share their views 
on a subject they are both passionate 
about: What role can Skellefteå, City 
of Wood, play, and what role does it 
want to play, in building the sustaina-
ble society of the future? 

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE  
SKELLEFTEÅ AS A CITY OF WOOD 
TODAY?
Evelina: For me, Skellefteå is primarily 
a modern city of wood that makes 
use of all its opportunities to move 
technological development forward. 
With the surrounding forest and our 
own technical knowledge, we have 
pushed through many projects that 
have stirred up interest in both Swe-
den and abroad. 
Ove: Yes, for obvious reasons, namely 
the access to the resources of the 
forest and the timber industries in 
the area, Skellefteå was originally built 
using wood. Large sections of the city 
were demolished, only to gradually 
be rebuilt using wood again. But 
this means that we have an exciting 
mixture of old, traditional buildings 
and modern construction projects 
that take advantage of the innovative 
construction techniques that are 
being developed here. 

WHY SHOULD WE ENDEAVOUR TO 
BUILD USING WOOD?
Evelina: I think that it is human nature 
to like wood. It is a living material 
that provides an entirely different 
experience to concrete, for example. 
And, of course, it can also be com-
bined with other materials in order to 
create an interesting whole. If we are 
to build sustainable, climate-smart 
communities, I am convinced that we 
need to continue developing timber 
construction.  
Ove: The sustainability aspect will be 
at least as significant in the future; in 
this respect, timber construction is 
an obvious part of this development. 
And I agree that there is something 
about wood that most see as positive. 
Quite simply, it is a material that is 
close to people. 

WHAT IS REQUIRED IF WOOD IS TO 
BECOME THE LEADING CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIAL?
Ove: I think that economic aspects will 
continue to play a decisive role. There 
is a perception that it is expensive 
to build using wood, but I think that 
many different actors have shown 
that it is actually possible to build 
in a way that is climate-smart and 
economically sound. If wood is to be 
a competitive construction material, 
this is essential. Wood has to win the 
match on the basis of good examples 
and freedom of choice, not with regu-
lations and compulsion.
Evelina: In terms of the economic 
aspects, I think that we need to work 
on how our procurement processes 
take place. The economic aspects 
still sometimes take priority, while on 

other occasions there may be factors 
that result in the environment being 
valued more highly. But of course 
it is good that the trend is for it to 
become just as sustainable, both 
environmentally and economically, to 
build using wood.  

WHAT ROLE WILL SKELLEFTEÅ HAVE IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SUSTAIN-
ABLE SOCIETY OF THE FUTURE?
Evelina: I think that we have to focus 
more on research, development and 
education that allows us to develop 
as a city of wood and continue to be 
a centre for modern timber con-
struction. It is natural that we are so 
strongly linked to knowledge of wood 
and we would love to continue to 
spread this knowledge. 
Ove: An important symbol here is that 
the new cultural center is being built 
in wood. This is important for both 
Skellefteå, City of Wood, and for the 
development of this construction 
method. We want to unite all our 
traditions and positive experiences 
with a new way of thinking. And I also 
believe that it is important to take on 
external influences. Through positive 
partnerships, we increase the feasi-
bility of timber construction in which 
economic, environmental and social 
aspects together allow wood to win 
the battle on all fronts.
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Evelina Fahlesson and Ove Nilsson
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Cover image: SSC Skellefteå is one of the leading carpentry 
suppliers in the Nordic region, with a wide range of products 
and services. They currently employ over 300 people. 
The cover image is from the project Turning Torso in Malmö.

”We are promoting industrial, 
sustainable construction that  
is strategically significant 
for society.”
Karin Sandberg, Section Manager Timber Construction  
and Housing/Local Manager SP Trä Skellefteå

www.skelleftea.se/trastad


