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THE 15-MINUTE CITY

Proximity to existing education, culture, workplaces, shopping and recreation.

        Cycling distance within 15 minutes: 
 
northvolt 15 min - bergsvallens ip 15 min - viktoria pizzeria 13 min - kalkbrukets förskola 12 min  bergsbykyrkan 12 min 
Northvolt 15 min - Bergsvallens ip 15 min - Viktoria pizzeria 13 min - Pre-school Kalkbruket 12 min - Church Bergsby 
12 min - School Bergsby 11 min - Färgcity nordsjö idé & design 10 min - Disc golf course 9 min - Flea market  
Norrfynd 10 min - Ursviken Health Center 10 min - Skellefteå Canoe club 7 min - Ursvikens church 8 min - Lake  
Haratjärnen 8 min - Garden Ursviken 8 min - 360 gym 6 min - Santana pizzeria 6 min - Pre-school Tullaren 6 min  
Coop Ursviken 6 min - Manufacturer Ursviken technology 4 min - Hair dresser Frisyrboden 4 min  Clemensnäs 
Community center 4 min - Clemensnäs Hockey club 4 min - Ursvikens Library 4 min - Nyborgs Soccer field 3 min - 
Ursvikens School 3 min - Pre-school Björken 3 min - Church Brukskyrkan 2 min - School Bruksskolan 2 min 
 
The new shuttle boat connects with facilities located on the other side of the Skellefte river:
Hej flea market - Cafe kajutan - Nyhamn Community center
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Tabula non rasa  

The Scharins area offers unique conditions in both a positive and challenging sense. Its history as an industrial site 
has contaminated the soil, resulting in a long clean-up project, and for years the site has been empty despite its fan-
tastic location. But there is life. Ruderal vegetation such as birch trees have begun to reclaim the site as a whole and 
a small part on the western side is home to Camp Skellefteå Albatros 880, where construction workers and temporary 
employees of Northvolt’s battery factory live. While the arsenic and dioxin contamination poses challenges for land 
management, both birch trees and construction workers provide good conditions to quickly establish life on the site. 
Maintaining and respecting what exists is essential for the successful development of the area. However, building 
such a large park area as proposed from scratch risks being both time-consuming and costly. The young birches 
should therefore be seen as the first vegetation of the new park and the construction workers should be seen as the 
first inhabitants of the new residential area and in the creation of a new, vibrant neighborhood. Rapidly adding better 
housing for the construction workers should be seen as a top priority. The proposal draws lessons from the existing 
prefabricated housing modules, but is opposed to the low standards of 8.5 square meter homes that the construction 
workers now live in. Their new homes will be the first phase in the transformation of the Scharins area. 

Underground infrastructure moves above ground 

The word Mjuklandning is Swedish for soft landing, which describes the proposal’s ambition to have as little impact as 
possible on the ground. In response to the contaminated soil and the need for rapid and cost-effective construction, 
the proposal has moved all the infrastructure above ground that is conventionally buried in the ground. Stormwater, 
water, sewer, district heating and cabled are all exposed. 
 
The top layer of the ground consists of new infill from the previous remediation process. In our proposal, this is sculp-
ted to create a robust and beautiful open stormwater management system. Among the residential blocks, the paved 
streets become topographical high points from where rain and melt water flows down to the low points inside the 
residential courtyards. The courtyards are designed to handle large volumes of water, and a continuous stormwater 
channel runs between them. In an extreme 100-year rainfall event, the water level may overflow under the elevated 
houses.  
 
District heating, water and sewage pipes and cables are neatly laid under wooden walkways running east to west 
through the area, a kind of elevated wooden sidewalk. This makes them easily accessible for services without being 
too dominant in the cityscape. The pipes are properly insulated and extra heating cables prevent them from freezing 
in winter. The solution was inspired by the McMurdo research station in Antarctica. 
 
The resulting urban environment is reminiscent of the wooden sidewalks that once existed on the streets of Skellefteå. 
At the same time, they are innovative in a way that is in line with Skellefteå’s vision of being a city of the future where 
visionary ideas materialize. The new layer in the city that the visible infrastructure creates provides a new, educational 
dimension and becomes an integral part of the transition to a more sustainable society. This aspect is reinforced by 
an exhibition specific to the area that communicates the site’s history, new design and the progress of the site’s reme-
diation. The exhibition will be located in the Hamnmagasinet. 

The city block and the street 

The urban plan consists of a strict grid forming streets and blocks. The street network extends several adjacent stre-
ets for a smooth connection to existing neighborhoods. The blocks are open and usually consist of two linear blocks 
(lamellhus) - one to the north and one to the south. House heights are adjusted so that they are lower in the south to 
allow for more sunlight in the courtyards. Main streets run from east to west while one-way local streets run from north 
to south. Parallel to the main streets are the wooden walkways located from which the entrance levels of the residen-
tial buildings are accessed. On one of the main streets there is also an elevated public walkway that runs through the 
entire area. It provides access to apartments, better connects the apartments with adjacent mobility hubs, and is part 
of a larger walking path in the area.  

The 15-minute city 

To enable the district to become a 15-minute city with sustainable modes of transport, mobility hubs are a crucial 
tool. They contain a wide range of common functions such as carpool, bicycle room, offices, nursery, garbage room, 
vertical communication etc. They have facades facing three streets and the fourth facade forms a backdrop to the 
residential courtyards. They are regularly found in the neighborhoods and are available in two sizes. The public elev-
ated walkway also activates the mobility hubs on the upper level. 

MOBILITY HUB
STATION FOR BUS, TRAIN & SHUTTLE BOAT

0 5 10 20 25cm

0 5 10 20 50cm

0 10 20 50 100cm

0 10 50 75 100cm

0 1 2 2,5m

0 1 2   5m

0 1 2 5   7,5m

0 1 2 5   10m

0 1 5 10   15m

0 1 2 5 10   20m

0 5 10 25 40m

0 1 5 10   15m

0 10 25 50 75m

0 50 100 200 250m

0 10 20 25 50m

0 10 20 50 75 100m

0 1 5 10 20   25m

1:5

1:10

1:20

1:25

1:50

1:100

1:150

1:200

1:250

1:300

1:400
0 20 50 100   200m

1:4000

1:500

1:750

1:1000

1:1500

1:2000

1:5000

0 10 50 100   150m1:3000

01 10 20   30m1:600

0 100 250 500 750m

1:15000

REFERENCE, COURTYARD WITH STORMWATER 
TREATMENT STRAUSSVEJ BY BOGL  
PHOTO: MIKKEL EYE

REFERENCE, PARK WITH STORMWATER  
TREATEMENT, TIANJIN QIAOYUAN PARK BY  
TURENSCAPE 

REFERENCE, ELEVATED WOODEN WALKWAYS 
LJUNGHUSEN BY PER FRIBERG  
PHOTO: ÅKE E:SON LINDMAN

REFERENCE, EXPOSED PIPING - RESEARCH STATION IN  
MCMURDO 
PHOTO: COREY ANTHONY, ANTARKTIS
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SITE PLAN 	 1 : 3000
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