
MJUKLANDNING
Llinking memory and future in Ursviken
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Vernacular architecture 

The name Mjuklandning, soft landing, also address the ambition of linking the new neighborhood to the area’s histori-
cal context. In developing the area, we have been inspired by vernacular architecture from both the site itself and from 
the region in general.   
 
One example of a specific reference on the site that we have used is Hamnmagasinet, which we propose on the site 
of the previous harbor warehouse - a kind of memory in physical form. It includes exhibition spaces, a plant nursery, a 
ticket hall for shuttle boats etc. 
 
Inspiration that is drawn from a more regional level includes the design of the mobility hubs. Characterful and expressi-
ve models have influenced this new building type and resulted in an architecture that is both forward-looking and 
site-specific. 
 
We also see that the construction with lightweight, wooden volume elements (volymelement) has an inherent connec-
tion to older residential buildings in the region. The individual volume element can be seen as the equivalent of the 
general room or the smallest component of former homes - the “fire cabin” (eldstugan). In the past, houses could be 
separated when two brothers grew up and needed their own separate yard. Rooms were gradually added and indivi-
dual rooms could be accessed via a surface-mounted access balcony. Specific details, such as the fireplace and the 
outhouse, have also inspired the design of some of housing in the proposal. 

The dwellings 

The residential buildings made of volume elements are sustainable, cost-effective and quick to erect. The parts are 
transported by truck or boat and the volume element is adapted to go as ”wide load” on Swedish roads. The buildings 
are elevated on columns to reduce contact with the contaminated soil, allow for pipes and wiring underneath, and to 
allow storm water to flow from street to yard or overflow. Uninsulated roofs complete the houses to prevent excess heat 
from melting snow that has accumulated, while hiding the fan rooms on the roofs and integrating photovoltaic panels.   
 
The housing types cover a wide spectrum, ranging from small 35 sqm studio apartments to spacious terraced houses 
(radhus) on several levels. The dwellings have windows to both sides and are shallow, which provides good conditions 
for daylight. Access is made from the walkways on the entrance floor or from access balconies, generating a very 
efficient usage of heated space. 
 
The proposal includes 148 000 sqm gross area (bruttoarea) for housing. The distribution of apartment types is highly 
flexible, and depending on the preferred mix the number of homes can vary between 1200 (only terrace houses) to 
3000 (only studio apartments).

STUDIO APARTMENT  35 SQM ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT  55 SQM COLLECTIVE HOUSING  83 SQM TERRACED HOUSE  110 SQMDIAGRAM, MODULES IN VERNACULAR  
ARCHITECTURE 
ERIXON, S. SVENSK BYGGNADSKULTUR

STREET IN SKELLEFTEÅ, 1908-1913
PHOTO: CARL FRANKE 
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ERIXON, S. SVENSK BYGGNADSKULTUR

REFERENCES, SVALGÅNGSBOD, PARSTUGA, SAMLÄNGA, ERIXON, S. SVENSK BYGGNADSKULTUR
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DIAGRAM, MODULES OF CONTEMPORARY 
VOLUME ELEMENTS - FROM TRANSPORT TO 
ASSEMBLY 
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